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INTRODUCTION

Climate
Action. Now.

The impacts of climate change
are increasing in size and intensity
every year, profoundly challenging
our economy, environment and
quality of life. Climate change

is nature’s tax on everything.

In just the first five months of
2018 alone, damage due to
extreme weather events in Ontario
amounted to nearly $750 million
in insured losses.!

1. Environmental Commissioner of Ontario, 2018 Greenhouse Gas Progress Report

Leaping into the future A comprehensive strategy for reducing Ontario’s emissions

Climate induced weather cost the average Ontario
household $350 in the first six months of this year.
The cost of climate change is on track to cost families
$700 this year. This cost will only increase.

There is no Planet B.

Decades of inaction have put usin a race against time
to prevent extreme floods, storms, drought, heat waves,
forest fires and food shortages from becoming the new
normal. According to the latest Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) report, we have just a few
years to drastically turn around the global emissions
trajectory before unleashing irreversible, catastrophic
climate breakdown.

Canada has one of the highest per-capita emissions rates
in the world. We must do our part. That includes Ontario.
We must reject morally bankrupt arguments that our
contribution to the problem is negligible. Making a differ-
ence requires bold action, not resistance to change. The
Green Party of Ontario is offering solutions that will help
everyone, including businesses and households, to make
the transition that is happening, whether we like it or not.

By embracing the $26 trillion global clean economy?,
we can build a more resilient province that protects
the people and places we love, while ensuring Ontario
generates jobs and prosperity.

2.The New Climate Economy: The 2018 Report of the Global Commission on the Economy and Climate
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The must-haves
for a credible
strategy.

Ontarians expect us to lead,
not follow, in addressing the
climate crisis. Real leadership
means including the following
essential components

in a strategy for reducing
GHG pollution.

PRINCIPLE

PRINCIPLE

PRINCIPLE

PRINCIPLE

PRINCIPLE

o Science-based commitments

Science-based commitments: Ontario should do its part to limit global
average temperature increase to no more than 2°C above pre-industrial

levels, aiming for 1.5°C.

e Legislated emission targets

Ontario should adopt binding emissions targets that respect our

share of Canada’s obligations under the Paris Climate Agreement.

© 15% reduction below 1990 levels by 2020
© 37% reduction below 1990 levels by 2030
© Net Carbon Neutral by 2050

9 Pollution pricing

Ontario should accept the global consensus from academics, economists,
and Nobel Prize winning experts who agree that a price on pollution is the
most effective and efficient way to reduce emissions.? It is the foundation

upon which a credible climate plan is built.

O Job creation in the clean economy

Ontario should leap into the $26 trillion global clean economy, supporting

jobs and investment in the fastest growing sectors in the world.

e Energy efficiency and conservation

Ontario should prioritize energy efficiency and conservation as the
first-step solutions for lowering our carbon footprint, while helping

people and businesses to save money by saving energy.

3.81% of economists support pollution pricing as the most effective mechanism
according to a 2015 survey by the Institute for Policy Integrity
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A ROADMAP FOR REDUCING EMISSIONS STRATEGY

1 . PO"Ution priCing. © Carbon fee and dividend.

Simpler than it sounds.

’ o
It S bas I C Under this approach, a fee is levied at the source on

° all goods and services that result in greenhouse gas
eCO n 0 m ICS. pollution - i.e. when the coal, oil or gas comes out
of the ground or into the province. This would give
businesses an incentive to reduce pollution in order to

If something is free people will do more reduce their costs and have a competitive advantage.
I

of it. It's basic economics. Without a Slgnal All of the pollution revenue collected is returned to
from the market to make emissions more citizens through dividend cheques. This ensures that
COSt|y, industry will always choose the low and mode.st income households are no worse off.
: . . In fact, according to a 2018 report from Canadians
CheapeStl business-as-usual option, which for Clean Prosperity, all households in Ontario would
usually means higher pO”UtiOh. benefit financially from fee and dividend, with low-

income households saving close to $300.# The more a
household reduces pollution, the more money it saves.

Key elements of this plan include:

© Baseline pollution fee of $20/tonne that
increases every year by at least $10/tonne.

© No exemptions or free allowances for any

companies or large emitters.

© Border adjustments to create an even playing
field for energy-intensive, trade-exposed

industries and their workers.

© Dividend cheques to help citizens invest in
solutions that lower their carbon footprint, and
therefore reduce the pollution fees they pay.

4.Read more at www.carbon-dividends.ca
and see Annex 1
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A ROADMAP FOR REDUCING EMISSIONS

2. Conserving
Energy. Good
for everyone'’s

bottom line.

Buildings account for 21% of Ontario’s emissions,
second only to transportation, and have steadily
risen to 23% above 1990 levels. We need to
drastically reduce the energy consumed by our
homes and buildings through a focus on conser-
vation and energy efficiency, electrification, and
low-carbon heating. Energy efficiency makes
financial sense. Paying to save electricity costs

the government on average 2 to 3 cents for every
kilowatt-hour saved, compared to up to 18 cents for
new nuclear energy. Investments in energy efficiency
also create jobs. According to Clean Energy
Canada, energy efficiency measures alone could

add 118,000 jobs to the Canadian economy by 2030.

Leaping into the Future

STRATEGY

© Green Building and Retrofit Fund.

The Green Party of Ontario would introduce a

Green Building and Retrofit Fund to help homes and
businesses save money by saving energy. The money
would be provided in grants and interest-free loans
for retrofits to improve insulation, conserve energy,
and install energy efficient heating and cooling
systems. Lower costs would mean higher profits

and greater competitiveness for business, as well

as lower bills for tenants and homeowners.

Additional energy efficiency and conservation measures:

© Prioritize investments in reducing demand
through energy efficiency and conservation
efforts before turning to new sources of
generation as the lowest cost and most
effective way to achieve a 100% renewable
energy goal.

© Setaggressive GHG targets for provincial
government operations and expand reduc-
tion programs to include hospitals, schools,

universities and other public institutions.

© Pursue the development of a smart grid,
which will modernize and streamline
Ontario’s electricity generation and
distribution system, making it more

efficient and lowering GHG emissions

© Establish a green revolving fund to use
savings from energy conservation to invest
in additional GHG reduction efforts.

g green party of ontario

© Increase the HST rebate allowance on new
homes that are net zero, and establish
a Green Mortgage program to ensure
mortgage providers can offer low interest

mortgages for energy efficient homes.

© Work with utilities to create effective building
upgrade programs including financing
and incentives for “green heat” sources
like geothermal, solar thermal, waste heat

recovery and air source heat pumps.

© Accelerate the targets for net zero buildings
and revise the Ontario Building Code to
mandate that all new buildings meet net

zero standards.

© Create a dedicated funding stream for
green infrastructure within existing infra-

structure funding.

© Phase out funding for infrastructure
that relies on fossil fuels and increases

Ontario’s GHG emissions.
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A ROADMAP FOR REDUCING EMISSIONS STRATEGY

3 Let'S get moving © Electrifying Transportation.
Cleanly.

Everywhere.

Bringing our transportation system onto the grid is
crucial for unlocking emission reductions. Our strategy
focuses on two key areas: 1) rapid electrification of
municipal transit systems and regional services; and 2)
drastic escalation of electric vehicle infrastructure and
incentives across the province.

Cleaner Mass Transit

© Immediately improve intercity bus services, long-term for higher-cost, high-speed rail
especially in underserved areas. projects.
o .
At 35 /O, tra nsportatlon aCCOUntS fOr © Electrify GO train services as quickly as pos- @ Provide permanent operational funding
O e g I h 'f . . sible, and replace bus service with electric support for municipal transit services in order
nta ro's arg eSt snare or emissions. and hybrid buses where feasible. to reduce fare increases for users.
Yet’ th e p rOVi nce co nti nues to g (@) in © Supportrapid electrification plans for all © Dedicate 5% of the Transportation budget to
. . . transit systems. cycling and walking infrastructure.

th e wron g d I reCtI on. We m USt d I Ig n © Prioritize low-cost high-performance rail © Establish commuter cycling networks across

Our transportation priorities With in the short-term as the province plans Ontario.

our climate strategy by focusing on The Electric Vehicle Revolution

1 1 _ 1 © Raise the average fuel economy emission © Add more EV charging stations along

emissions-free, affordable, and rapid oreE _ |
standards for all cars and trucks to encourage 400 series highways as quickly as possible.

movem ent Of =Ye) |e a nd frei ht the market for more fuel efficient and less ) ) )

p p g o luti hicl © Install EV charging stations at all public
n .
Th. .II . d PR buildings; work with municipalities to invest
IS WI Save tl me an mon ey' © Setatarget date for phasing out internal com- in charging infrastructure; and require

bustion engines in Ontario so that Ontario charging stations in new commercial and
can meet a carbon neutral target by 2050. residential developments.

© Supportthe purchase of electric vehicles
through a rebate program for purchasing
electric vehicles with a cap on the vehicle
purchase price and by eliminating HST on

zero emission vehicles
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A ROADMAP FOR REDUCING EMISSIONS

4. Tomorrow's
jobs are
green jobs.

The global clean economy will be
worth at least $26 trillion by 2030.
That's a lot of opportunity for
Ontario businesses to generate
jobs and prosperity. Around the
world, renewables are growing faster
than any other source of energy,
and the costs are plummeting. And
it's not just energy. Everywhere

you look, industries are evolving to
eliminate waste and free themselves
of the dependence on fossil fuels.

Let’s turn towards these
opportunities, not away from them.

Leaping into the Future

STRATEGY

© Open for Business: Investing
in the new green middle class

Ontario should make historic investments and adopt a series
of measures to leap into the economy of tomorrow :

© Redirectthe $3.1 billion per year in existing © Establish an Ontario Youth Green Corps to

business support programs to provide provide summer job experience and foster a
incentives for businesses to innovate and culture of stewardship and cleantech skills in
investin low-carbon equipment, products the next generation of Ontarians.

and processes. ) ) ) )
© Offer meaningful incentives for businesses

© Redirect existing business development involved with green retrofit, reforestation,
programs to target the scale up of cleantech and other forms of green economic activity
companies and innovation, while changing to provide Ontario youth with valuable job
criteria to eliminate support for proposals that experience.

increase GHG pollution. ) ) )
© Implementincentives for businesses that

Develop investment tools such as Green Banks,
Green Bonds and RRSP eligible funds to make it

easier for people to investin clean companies.

Modernize government regulations to reduce

participate in training and certification
programs in areas such as green building,
biomedical technology, renewable energy

and sustainable transportation.

barriers to the adoption of green technolo- © Support businesses focusing on the triple
gies, practices and businesses. bottom line (people, planet, profits) by
) ) amending the Ontario Business Corporations
Establish government procurement rules with o o
o Actto add provisions authorizing incorpora-
criteria to purchase low-carbon products and } ) }
) o o tion of benefit corporations.
services, and facilitate the commercialization
of made-in Ontario innovation. © Ensurethatthe transition to a low carbon,

Support public funding of and tax credits
for research and developmentin order to
incubate innovation, particularly in clean

technology and knowledge services.

& green party of ontario

clean economy benefits workers, through
retraining, living wages, benefits plans and

new career opportunities.
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A ROADMAP FOR REDUCING EMISSIONS

5. Carbon neutral
by 2050.
It's possible.
It's essential.

According to the world'’s top scientists,
we must drastically wind-down ourfossil
fuel use and approach zero net emissions
by 2050. Ontario should join the ranks of
the one thousand cities and regions that
have committed to being powered by
100% renewable energy by this date.

This shift will mean bringing on-line
tremendous amounts of wind, solar,
water, geothermal, biomass, and

other clean sources of power to meet
the energy demand from buildings,
transportation and industry. It will
require us to use energy more efficiently.

Leaping into the Future

STRATEGY

© Going carbon neutral makes
good economic sense

8. Lazard’'s 2017 Levelized Cost of Energy Analysis

Ontario should do the following:

© Import clean water power from neighbouring
provinces such as Quebec and Manitoba at one
third the cost that Ontario Power Generation

wants for new nuclear power.

© Fully develop Ontario’s hydro potential by

supporting clean, low-impact water power.

© Ensure thatindividuals and groups can pursue
micro-generation projects and sell excess

clean energy back to the grid.

© Putcommunity interests over corporate profits
by supporting clean energy projects that have
local ownership and benefit-sharing models

thatfollow international best practice.

© Provide community-based renewable energy
projects, initiated by non-profit groups,
cooperatives and municipalities, with reliable

know-how and long-term zero interest loans.

© Supportrenewable energy projects initiated
by Indigenous communities and ensure
meaningful Indigenous participation in the

development of renewable energy projects.

© Provide incentives to help homeowners,
renters and businesses convert natural gas,
electric, oil, and propane heating systems
to more efficient, affordable and low carbon

sources such as heat pumps and geothermal.

© Give incentives for the production of re-
newable natural gas from organic waste and
other renewable sources to be transported
in‘existing natural gas pipelines and used to

power government operations.

© Establish low-carbon content requirements for
natural gas distribution and expand distribu-

tion to rural communities.
© Ban fracking.

© End subsidies for fossil fuels and fossil fuel
infrastructure (e.g. pipelines) and redirect
these funds towards cleantech companies and

low-carbon innovation.

© Support Forest Ontario’s tree planting goals
and expand the Managed Forest Tax Incentive
Program to reward landowners for planting

trees.

© Reward sustainable forestry and land manage-
ment practices that protect the Boreal forest
with an emphasis on maximizing the forest's

ability to store carbon.

© Develop policy on forest carbon management
and/or carbon offset projects for the forestry
sector while exploring the potential benefits

with Indigenous peoples.

© Implement stronger protections for wetlands,

grasslands and woodlots.

© Reward farmers and landowners for steward-
ship practices that provide environmental
services and climate mitigation, including soil

carbon storage.

© Recognize and address the importance of
protecting the vast intact carbon storehouse
of Ontario’s Far North in land-use plans for the

region.



CONSLUSION

So every province and every country faces the same

I question: Shift now and lessen the costs in the future,
e ree n or ignore the problem and accept greater costs from

climate catastrophe down the road.

o o
Tra n S It I o n ® Many of the actions proposed in this strategy are

revenue-neutral and do not require any new funding.
Instead they are about re-orienting our economy

H OW to pay fo r it. and spurring growth in clean sectors.

But where new funding is required, the province has
many options to find additional revenue and savings.

We a re a | rea dy payi n g fo r The Green Party of Ontario would look at:

© Canceling the UnFair Hydro Plan that artifi- © Saving $1.1 billion per year by closing the
cially lowers hydro bills today by passing the Pickering Nuclear Station on schedule.®

the costs of climate inaction.

Ontario between $21 and $69 billion overall.? ) i i
wealth and increasing the fees and royalties

FI OOd ed base m e nts, ro Ofs © Following the advice of experts and imple- that extractive companies must pay to with-

© Stopping the fire sale of Ontario’s natural

menting road pricing mechanisms such as draw Ontario’s water, aggregates, minerals
[ ] q 2 g o
b I OW n Off I nfra St r Ct re tolls, congestion charges, parking levies and other resources, so that Ontario no
I u u and land value taxes. This would raise over longer receives the lowest return on natural

$3.9 billion per year for the construction of resource wealth in Canada.

°

orld-class clean transit.

destroyed, ice damage, forest wor<co

fo ° 9. Financial Accountability Officer, Fair Hydro Report, Spring 2017

Ires, Crop Iosses - It aII adds 10. Economists from the OCAA estimate that Ontario would save $737 million per year by not selling excess
power ata loss and $407 million per year by purchasing low cost water power from Quebec at a price that is 4.2
° ° °
up and it is only getting worse

as the climate crisis escalates.
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Carbon Dividends in Ontario in 2020

Source: Canadians for Clean Prosperity 2018 Report:
“Carbon Dividends Would Benefit Canadian Families”

Household What What What

income you you you
pay/yr get/yr save/yr
Average Average Average
household household | household

$20K or less $222 $517 + $295

$20K - $40K | $258 $517 + $259

$40K - $60K | $317 $517 + $200

$60K - $80K | $340 $517 + $177

$80K - $100K | $391 $517 + $127

$100K - $150K + $71

All households
receive an equal
Carbon Dividend.

Note on adaptation

Ontario will also need to develop a climate adaptation strategy so that we can plan and adjust to the impacts of climate
change. Part of this plan should include legislation that holds fossil fuel companies legally liable for the damage they

cause. The GPO's Vision Book includes a climate adaptation section that can be viewed at www.gpo.ca/vision. .
g green party of ontario






